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Listing of claims: 

1 . (cancelled). 

2. (previously amended). A speech infomiation processing method of generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 

a first encoding step of encoding a speech segment; 

a calculation step of calculating an encoding distortion produced at said first encoding 

step; 

a storage step of storing the encoded speech segment encoded in said first encoding step 
in the speech segment dictionary, in a case where the encoding distortion produced at said first 
encoding step is less than a predetermined value; 

a second encoding step of encoding the speech segment, in a case where the encoding 
distortion produced at said first encoding step is not less than the predetermined threshold value; 
and 

a storing step of storing the encoded speech segment encoded in said second encoding 
step in the speech segment dictionary. 

3. (currently amended). A speech information processing method of generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of encoded speech segments, comprising: 

a construction stq> of constructing quantization code books using speech segments stored 
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in a speech database; 

an encoding step of encoding the speech segments stored in the speech database using the 
quantization code books that wptr constructed using the speech segments stored in die speech 
database in said comiiuction step ; and 

a storage step of storing m t>ip sp^^rh Regment dictionary, the encoded ^ech segments 
that wPiTfi encoded in said encoding step in Uie speech segment diuiunary . 

4. (cancelled). 

5 . (previously amended). A speech information processing method of generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 

a selection step of selecting an encoding method of encoding a speech segment from a 
plurality of encoding methods; 

an encoding step of encoding the speech segment by using the selected encoding method; 

and 

a storage step of storing the encoded speech segment in a speech segment dictionary, 
wherein the selected encoding method uses a ^-law scheme, scalar quantization, and 
linear predictive coding. 

6-10. (cancelled). 

1 1 . (previously amended) A speech information processing qjparatus for generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 
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selecting means for selecting an encoding metiiod of encoding a speech segment from a 
plurality of encoding methods; 

encoding means for encoding the speech sejgmOTt by using the selected encoding method; 
calculation means for calculating an encoding distortion produced by said encoding 

means; 

selection means for selecting an encoding method of the plurality of encoding methods in 
which the encoding distortion is smallest; and 

storage means for storing the encoded speech segment encoded using the encoding 
method selected by said selection means, in the speech segment dictionary, 

wherein the selected encoding method uses a i^-law scheme, scalar quantization, and 
linear predictive coding, 

12-14. (canceUed). 

1 5, (currently amended). A speech information processing method of synthesizing speech by 
using a speech segment dictionary for holding a plurality of encoded speech segments, 
comprising: 

a construction step of constructing quantization code books using speech segments stored 
in a speech database; 

an encoding step of encoding the speech segments stored in the a speech database using 
the quantization code books that wprp; constructed using the speech segments stored in the speech 
database iu said c o n&tiuttion s t ep; 

a storage step of storing in tht^ gp^r h ft^gmfttit Hirtimnary^ the encoded q)eech segments 
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that were encoded in said encoding step in die &pecdi scgin c iit dictionaiy; and 

a decoding step of decoding the encoded speech segments by usii^ the quantization code 

books constructed in said construction step. 

16. (cancelled). 

17. (previously amended). A speech information processing method of synthesizing speech 
by using a speech segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments^ comprising: 

a selection step of selecting an encoding method of encoding a speech segment from a 
plurality of encoding methods; 

an encoding step of encoding the speech segment by using the selected encoding method; 

and 

a storage step of storing the encoded speech segment in a speech segment dictionary, 
wherein the selected encoding method uses a >i law scheme, scalar quantization, and 
linear predictive coding. 

18-22. (cancelled). 

23. (previously amended) A speech information processing apparatus for synthesizing 
speech by using a speech segment dictionary for holding a plurality of ^>eech segments, 
comprising: 

decoding means for decoding the speech segment by using a decoding st^ of decoding 
the speech segment by using a plurality of decoding methods for decoding the speech segment; 
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calculation means for calculating a decoding distortion produced by said decoding means; 

selection means for selecting a decoding method of the plurality of decoding methods in 
which the decoding distortion is smallest; and 

speech synthesizing means for synthesizing speech on the basis of the decoded speech 
segment decoded by the decoding method selected by said selection means, 

wherein the selected decoding method uses a ^- law scheme, scalar quantization, and 
linear predictive coding. 

24-48. (cancelled). 

- -3.. 

49. (previously added) A speech information processing apparatus for generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of speech segments, comprising: 
first encoding means for encoding a speech segment; 

calculating means for calculating an encoding distortion produced by said first encoding 

means; 

storage means for storing the encoded speech segment encoded by said first encoding 
means in the speech segment dictionary, in a case where the encoding distortion produced by said 
first encoding means is less than a predetermined value; 

second encoding means for encoding the speech segment, in a case where the encoding 
distortion produced by said first encoding means is not less than the predetermined threshold 
value; and 

storage means for storing the encoded speech segment encoded by said second encoding 
means in the speech segment dictionary. 
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50. (currently amended) A speech information processing aK>aratus for generating a speech 
segment dictionary for holding a plurality of encoded ^eech segments, comprising: 

construction means for constructing quantization co<k books using one or more speech 
segments stored in a speech database; 

encoding means for encoding the speech segments stored in the speech database using 
onc-of the quantization code books that were constructed using the speech segments stored in the 
speech database by said coiisU ULtion means ; and 

storage means for storing in ihet ^^.ch gftgmfmt HintinnAry, the encoded speech segments 
that wf^re encoded by said encoding means in die spe e th segment dictionaiy . 

5 1 . (currently amended) A speech information processing apparatus for synthesizing speech 
by using a speech segment dictionary for holding a plurality of eriboded speech segments, 
comprising: 

constmction means for constructing quantization code books using speech segments 
stored in a speech database; 

encoding means for encoding the speech segments stored in the speech database using the 
quantization code books that were constructed using the speech segments stored in the speech 
database by said coiisliuctiuu meaiis; 

storage means for storing in the speech segment dictionary, the encoded speech segments 
that were, ft ncoded by said encoding means in t he speech segmuit dicUcinaiy, and 

decoding means for decoding the encoded speech segments by using the quantization 
code books constructed by said construction means. 
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